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NATIONAL TRAlLS SYSTEM ACT 
16 U.S.C 1247 (d) 

(d) Interim use of railroad rights-of-way 

The Secretary of Transportation, the Chairman of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, and the Secretary of the Interior, in administering the 
Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 [45 U.S.C.A. 801 
et seq.], shall encourage State and local agencies and private interests to 
establish appropriate trails using the provisions of such programs. Consistent 
6ith the purposes of that Act, and in W e r a n c e  of the national policy to 
preserve established railroad rights-of-way for fbture reactivation of rail 
service, to protect rail transportation corridors, and to encourage energy 
efficient transportation use, in the case of interim use of any established railroad 
rights-of-way pursuant to donation, transfer, lease, sale, or otherwise in a 
manner consistent with this chapter if such interim use is subject to restoration 
or reconstruction for railroad purposes, such interim use shall not be treated, 
for purposes of any law or rule of law, as an abandonment of the use of such 
rights-of-way for railroad purposes. If a State, political subdivision, or 
qualified private organization is prepared to a s m e  full responsibility for 
management of such rights-of-way and for any legal liability arising out of such 
transfer or use, and for the payment of any and all taxes that may be levied or 
assessed against such rights-of-way, then the Commission shall impose such 
terms and conditions as a requirement of any transfer or conveyance for interim 
use in a manner consistent with this chapter, and shall not permit abandonment 
or discontinuance inconsistent or disruptive of such use. 
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GARNETT PROPERTY VALUE ANALYSIS 
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APPENDIX C 

SURVEY FORM AND LETTER 



{ FIELD}Name- 
{FIELD} Company- 
{ FIELD} Address- 

Janua1y25, 1995 

Dear {FIELD} Salutation-, 

My name is Cindy Pads. I am a graduate student at Kansas State University studying Regional 
and Community Planning. I am in the process of gathering information for my thesis in which I will 
explore the economic impact of the Prairie Spirit T d  on adjacent and travel related businesses. Since 
this is the first trail of this kind in Kansas, the economic impact it will have; positive, negative or none at 
all, is  own. 

You are receiving this letter is because your business has the potential to receive a direct 
economic impact from the trail. Enclosed is a short (4 questions) survey form requesting specific 
financial and employment infomation. After the trail is opened and established, I will repeat this process 
to determine the economic impact, ifany, that the Prairie Spirit Trail has had on your local economy. 

Your participation in this study wiU help us understand the impact a rail-trail conversion has on 
a community. This study has the potential to help your town, as well as other towns in Kansas, plan for 
future economic development. 
individual information you send to me will be kept confidential. Only overall, trail wide and county 
wide, results will be released. 

Your participati6n is critical to the success of this study and all 

To thank you for your participation, two Topeka based compauies have donated gLfts valued at 
a total of up to $600. These gLfts include a rmm night and meal at the prestigious Heritage House and a 
mountain blke from Jerry’s Bike Shop. While both of these companies remain neutral on the issue of 
rail-trail conversions, they both believe in the need to study the economic impact of retaining public green 
space. These gLfts will be issued no later than April 15,1995 to two separate survey participants. A 
drawing of returned survey forms will he held to determine the recipients of these &. To qu@ for 
this drawing, yo& survey form must be returned no later than March 15,1995. 

This study will be completed in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks. 
The request for speczc financial and employment information and the &&bution of two & has been 
approved by Mr. Bryan Hasted of the Anderson County Attorney’s office. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this important study. If you should have any questions, 
please call me on Monday, Wednesday or Friday between 1O:OO am. and 4:OO p.m. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Pads 



{ FIELD}Name- 
{FIELD} Company- 
{ FIELD} Address- 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

... 

PRAIRUE SPIRIT TRAIL SURVEY 

January25,1995 

S U R W  OUESTIONS 

1) What was the total gross revenue for this company for fiscal year m? 

2) What was the total ,gross revenue for this company for fiscal year m? 

3) 
estimate ifnumber is &own.) 

How many people did this company employ during the Memorial Dav weekend in 1993? (Use 

Part Time 

F d  Time 

3) 
estimate if number is unknown.) 

How many people did this company employ during the Memorial Dav weekend in 1994? (Use 

Part Time 

Full Time 
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PRAIRE SPIRTT TRAIL SURVEY 

January25,1995 

OPTIONAL O P N O N  SURVEY 

1) What is your opinion of the Prairie Spirit Trail? 

f 

2) Do you intend to use the Prairie Spirit Trail? 

i 
3) 
revenue? 

Do you believe the Prairie Spirit T d  will increase, decrease or have no afFect on your business 

4) 
value? 

Do you believe the Prairie Spirit Trail will increase, decrease or have no affect on your property 
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Name 
Business 
Address 
Garnett, Kansas 66032 

January 1, 1997 

Dear Name, 

My name is Cindy Pauls. I am a graduate student at Kansas State University studying 
Regional and Community Planning. In January, 1995 you received a letter from me requesting 
information for an economic impact analysis study regarding the Prairie Spirit Rail-Trail. Thank 
you again for your support of this project. It is through the consideration of people like you that 
studies, 1;ke this one, can be accomplished, analyzed and made public, to help people make 
informed decisions on issues that affect their lives. 

As I stated in my first letter, I am exploring the economic impact of the Prairie Spirit Rail- 
Trail on adjacent and travel related businesses. Since it is the first trail of this kind in Kansas, the 
economic impact it will have; positive, negative or none at all, is unknown. TIxs analysis involves 
the comparison of certain financial information before the trail was established (the information 
you sent to me in 1995), and after the trail was established (the purpose of this letter). This is the 
last time I will request this information from you, however it is possible that somebne else may 
pursue further study on this trail in the future. 

Your continued participation in this study will help us understand the economic impact a 
rail-trail conversion has on a community. This study has the potential to help your town, as well as 
other towns in Kansas, plan for future economic development. Your voluntary participation is 
critical to the success of this study and all individual information you send to me will be kept 
confidential. Only overall results for the first phase of the trail will be released. 

Please return this survey by February 1, 1997. Thank you for your cooperation in t h i s  
important study. If you have any questions regarding this survey, please call me on a Monday or 
Friday between 1O:OOam and 4:00pm, or contact Professor Stephanie Rolley at Kansas State 
University; (913) 532-2444. If you have any questions about the rights of subjects in this study or 
about the manner in whch the study is conducted, you may contact Brian Niehoff, Chair, 
Committee on Research Involving Human Subjects, 103 Fairchild Hall, Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, KS 66506, at (913) 532-6195. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Pads 
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Name 
Business 
Address 
Garnett, Kansas 66032 

................................................................................................................................................................... 

PRAIRIE SPIRIT TRAIL SURVEY 

January 1, 1997 

SURVEY OUESTIONS 

1) What was the total gross revenue for this company for fiscal year 1996? 
, .  

Z> 
1996? (Use estimate if number is unknown.) 

How many people did this company employ during the Memorial Day weekend in 

Part Time 

Full Time 
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PRAIRIE SPIRIT TRAIL SURVEY 

January 1, 1997 

OPTIONAL OPINION SURVEY 

1) What is your opinion of the Prairie Spirit Trail now that it is open? 

2) Do you use the Prairie Spirit Trail? 

' 3) Do you believe the Prairie Spirit Trail has increased, decreased or had no affect on 
your business revenue? 

4) 
your property value? 

Do you believe the Prairie Spirit Trail has increased, decreased or had no affect on 
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GARNETT SURVEY RESULTS 

GROSS REVENUE COMPARISON 

PART T I M E m L  TIME EMPLOYMENT ON MEMORIAL DAY COMPARISON 
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