
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

I n  t h e  p a s t  30 y e a r s ,  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Changes i n  l i f e s t y l e  w i t h  a n  

expanded l e i s u r e  time and a n  e m p h a s i s  on p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s  and e x e r c i s e  

have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  o u t d o o r s .  The Outdoor  

R e c r e a t i o n  P o l i c y  R e v i e w  G r o u p ,  c h a i r e d  by L a w r e n c e  R o c k e f e l l e r ,  

c o n c l u d e d  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1983 t h a t :  

... o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  e v e r  i n  
American l i f e  - as a f u n d a m e n t a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l  
c h a r a c t e r ,  [ a n d ]  f o r  i t s  b e n e f i t s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  and t o  
s o c i e t y . .  . ( C o r d e l l ,  1983:42)  ." 

r r  

But a t  a time when more r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  are needed t o  

meet t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  demand, a v a i l a b l e  open  s p a c e  i n  many p a r t s  of t h e  

c o u n t r y  i s  a t  a premium. Our g rowing  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  i t s  expand ing  

b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  l a n d  u s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

n e a r  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  Due t o  t h e  r i s i n g  c o s t s  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  s i t e s ,  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  was c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e s i r a b l e  o r  

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  i s  now more a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  c o n v e r t i n g  i n t o  

p a r k  l a n d .  
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One o p t i o n  w h i c h  o f f e r s  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i s  r e c y c l i n g  

abandoned r a i l r o a d  r igh t s -o f -way  i n t o  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t r a i l s .  These  l i n e a r  

r o u t e s  are a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l a r g e  number o f  p e o p l e  and  are i d e a l  f o r  many 

o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  h i k i n g ,  b i c y c l i n g ,  j o g g i n g ,  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  

s k i i n g ,  and h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g ,  

B u t  r e c r e a t i o n  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  l i n e a r  

t r a i l s .  Some c o r r i d o r s  c o u l d  be  used  t o  g a i n  access t o  r i v e r s  and  

p u b l i c  l a n d  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  camping ,  and  f i s h i n g ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  would be  

e x c e l l e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n k s  f o r  non-motorized v e h i c l e s .  Many r i g h t s -  

of-way a re  idea l  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  t r a i l s  i n  n a t u r e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and  

w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c t i o n .  Unique r o u t e s  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  o u r  

h i s t o r i c a l  and  c u l t u r a l  p a s t  and  o u r  n a t u r a l  s c e n i c  b e a u t y  ( B u r w e l l ,  

1986). These  c o r r i d o r s  may be s c e n i c ,  h i s t o r i c ,  a r e f u g e  f o r  p l a n t s  and  

a n i m a l s ,  i d e a l  f o r  g a i n i n g  access t o  p u b l i c  a r eas ,  o r  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  

s e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  

CONVERSION PROBLEMS 

R e c y c l i n g  abandoned r a i l  c o r r i d o r s  i n t o  p a r k  l a n d  o f f e r s  many 

a d v a n t a g e s ,  and yet a number o f  o b s t a c l e s  c a n  b l o c k  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

p r o j e c t .  O b t a i n i n g  f u n d s  c a n  be a p rob lem,  d e p e n d i n g  on  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  t r a i l .  S e v e r a l  s ta tes  h a v e  a c t i v e  a g e n c i e s  i n  p l a c e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  

t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  most f u n d i n g  comes f rom a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  by 

t h e  s ta te  l e g i s l a t u r e  or f rom l o c a l  c i t y  or c o u n t y  government .  T h e s e  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  b o d i e s  may  b e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  i n v e s t  money i n  a t r a i l  u n l e s s  

t h e r e  i s  a g r a s s r o o t s  o r  broad  based  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  

Even when t h e r e  i s  ma jo r  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

l e g a l  o w n e r s h i p  w i t h  a c lear  t i t l e  c a n  p r e v e n t  t r a i l  deve lopmen t .  I n  
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s ta tes ,  a d j a c e n t  l a n d o w n e r s  have  t h e  f i r s t  o p t i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  

abandoned r a i l r o a d  l a n d .  I n  t h e s e  a r eas ,  i t  i s  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

o b t a i n  a r igh t -of -way w i t h  c o n t i n u o u s  l i n k a g e .  The s t a t e  may h a v e  t h e  

r i g h t  t o  condemn l a n d ,  b u t  t h i s  o p t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  employed o n l y  on  a 

l i m i t e d  b a s i s .  I n  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  t h e  l e g a l  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  abandoned 

t r a c k s  a r e  more c l o u d e d .  I n  many i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  c o u r t  system h a s  t o  

d e c i d e  l e g a l  owner sh ip  of t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

But one  o f  t h e  most s e r i o u s  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t r a i l  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  t h e  

o r g a n i z e d  o p p o s i t i o n  of n e a r b y  r e s i d e n t s .  To t h e s e  owners ,  t h e  p o s s i b l e  

a d v a n t a g e s  of t h e  t r a i l  do n o t  ou twe igh  t h e i r  f e a r s  and  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  

n e g a t i v e  impac t  on  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  T h i s  is  a problem f a c e d  by a l l  

p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  which  c a n  be  e x p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  "Sure  

power  l i n e s  ( s e w a g e  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t s ,  f i r e  s t a t i o n s ,  e t c . )  may be  

n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  want o n e  i n  my back y a r d  (CACEQ, 1975:28) . "  To 

some e x t e n t ,  l i n e a r  t r a i l s  may have  a n  added bu rden  b e c a u s e  t h e  need  f o r  

more r e c r e a t i o n a l  areas i s  n o t  u n d e r s t o o d .  

When m a j o r  l a n d o w n e r  o p p o s i t i o n  e x i s t s ,  t h e r e  is a n  i n c r e a s e d  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  money o r  t i t l e  p rob lems  are a l s o  p a r t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  

The key t o  a v o i d i n g  o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  p r o c e s s ,  i s  a n s w e r i n g  

t h e  c o n c e r n s  and f e a r s  o f  l a n d o w n e r s  b e f o r e  o r g a n i z e d  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  

e s t a b l i s h e d .  

An e x c e l l e n t  r e s o u r c e  g u i d e  o n  t h e  p rob lems  w i t h  r a i l - t r a i l  

c o n v e r s i o n  i s  t h e  R e c r e a t i o n a l  Reuse  of Abandoned R a i l r o a d  R i a h t s - o f -  

Way: A B i b l i o g r a p h y  and  T e c h n i c a l  R e s o u r c e  Guide f o r  P l a n n e r s  (1981) by 

Gregory  Ames. T h i s  r e f e r e n c e  i n c l u d e s  a wide r a n g e  o f  t o p i c s  f r o m  b a s i c  

p o l i c y  g u i d e s  t o  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  and impac t  s t a t e m e n t s .  
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STUDY ISSUES 

P l a n n e r s  and s u p p o r t e r s  o f  r a i l r o a d  t r a i l s  s h o u l d  be  aware o f  t h e  

r e a s o n s  which may c a u s e  landowner  o p p o s i t i o n .  Many r e s i d e n t s  have  v a l i d  

c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  impact o f  t h e  t r a i l  on t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  The f e a r  o f  

i n c r e a s e d  crime, t h e  l o s s  o f  p r i v a c y ,  and lowered  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  a r e  

some o f  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  need t o  be  a d d r e s s e d .  Where v i o l e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  

i s  e v i d e n t ,  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  owner s  n e a r  p roposed  t r a i l s ,  g r e a t l y  e x c e e d  

t h e  p rob lems  e x p e r i e n c e d  by r e s i d e n t s  a d j a c e n t  t o  e x i s t i n g  t r a i l s .  I f  

n e a r b y  l andowners  c o u l d  be a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  fears  a r e  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  

many p rob lems  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t r a i l  c o n v e r s i o n  c o u l d  be a v o i d e d .  

The f o c u s  of t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  compare p a s t  landowner  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  

t h e i r  c u r r e n t  p rob lems .  T h i s  compar i son  w i l l  document t h e  c h a n g i n g  

a t t i t u d e s  o f  owners .  The d a t a  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  a n  i n c r e a s e d  d e s i r a b i l i t y  

r a t i n g  f o r  t r a i l s ,  The i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h i s  document c o u l d  be 

used  t o  g e n e r a t e  p u b l i c  and landowner  s u p p o r t  f o r  c o n v e r t i n g  abandoned 

r a i l r o a d  r igh t s -o f -way  i n t o  t r a i l s .  The r e s u l t  would be  a d d i t i o n a l  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  o f f e r  u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n c e s .  
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