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Department of Landscape Architecture, Box 23
Kansas State University

Manhattan, Kansas 66506

April 4, 1988

Your Name
Your Address

Dear Mr. Name:

During the week of April 11-15, I will be calling you as part of a
study on recreational trails. We are collecting information on what
people think about the Root River and Luce Line Trails.

I am writing you at this time because many people appreciate being
advised that a research study is in progress and they will be contacted
by phone, The interview should take about 10 minutes. If I call at an
inconvenient time, please let me know and I will call back later. 1
will be happy to answer any questions you might have during the -
interview. Or you may contact me by phone at (913) 539-1822 or by mail.-. -

Your participation is voluntary and you are free not to answer any
of the questions., But your help along with others being asked to
participate, is essential in finding out the effectiveness of the
trails. Your individual answers will be kept confidential and there are
no foreseeable risks to you. The results of the study will be shared
with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Your cooperation is
greatly appreciated. I look forward to talking with you,

Cordially,

Lenny Mazour
Project Director
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LANDOWNER QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Root River / Luce Line Trail ID #

2. Address and/or county, township, range, section:

3. Telephone:

4, Hello, is this the residence? May I
speak with Mr. or Mrs, ? This is
Lenny Mazour from Kansas State University and I am working in
cooperation with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, I
am collecting information on what people think about recreational
trails. The results of this study will influence the future of
proposed trails in Minnesota and other parts of the country. Your
individual answers will be kept confidential. Could I take about
10 minutes of your time to ask you some questions? )

Yes
No. Thank you.
Call back later at

If no advance letter: Since your participation is voluntary, feel
free not to answer any of the questions,

I would like to start by asking you about the Root River / Luce
Line Trail and your property.

5. Do you live or work next to the trail?
Yes
No
6. Do you own or rent property next to the trail?

Own (5 yes - go to 7)
Rent
No

If Own & 5 No: Do you rent out your property? Yes No

If yes: 1 would also like to interview the renter. Can you
give me his name and address? (go to 7)
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If rent: I would also like to interview the owner. Can you give
me his name and address? (go to 7)

If no: Did you at any time own property next to the trail?
Yes No

If no; STOP Thank you for your time,
If yes: I would like to interview the present owner., Can
you give me his name and address? STOP Thank you.

7. How much land do you own / rent that is next to the trail?
Acres Size
8. How does the trail run through your property? Does it:
a. form an outside boundary of your property T
b. run parallel to your boundary line inside your property
c. run diagonally through your land
d, other
9. I would like to know how the property next to your land is used.
Answer yes to each of the following types that border your
property.
a. Residential e. Pasture
b. Commercial f. Woods
c. Public use _g. Marsh
d. Cropland h. Other

10. T would like to know how you use your property next to the trail?
Answer yes, to each of the following types, that is a current use
of your land next to the trail,

a., Residential e, Pasture

b. Commercial f. Woods

c. Public use _g. Marsh
Cropland h. Other

=

1. Did you own / rent this property before the trail was developed?

Yes (go to 13)
No (go to 12)
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12.  When you decided to buy / rent the property, what did you think of
the trail? Was it a:
highly desirable feature
desirable feature
no factor
undesirable feature
highly undesirable feature
(go to 15)
13, Before the railroad right-of-way was sold to the state, what was
your position on the trail?
in favor
against
unsure or indifferent
14, The right-of-way for the Root River / Luce Line Trail was acquired
by the state about 10 / 15 years ago. I would like to find out
your concerns about the trail before this land was purchased by
the state. As I read each statement, I would like you to recall
if it was: 1) a major concern, 2) a minor concern, or 3) no~ -
concern for yourself or your property. Remember, I want your
concerns you had about the trail 10 / 15 years ago.
maj min no The trail will cause access problems on my land.
maj min no The trail will interrupt the drainage on my land
maj min no The trail will reduced the productive use of my land.
maj min no The trail will prevent my purchase of the right-of-
way.
maj min no The trail will cause weed problems on my property.
maj min no The trail will make me feel less secure about my
safety.
maj min no The trail will reduce the value of my property.
maj min no Trail users will interrupt my privacy.
maj min no Noise from trail users could become a problem.
maj min no Trail users may steal from my property.
maj min no Trail users will harass my farm animals,
maj min no Vandalism on my property will increase because of the
trail.
maj min no Damage to my property from fire could be a problem
maj min no Trail users will litter on the trail & my property
maj min no Trespassing on my property will increase because of
the trail.
maj min no Major crime by trail users could be a problem,
maj min no I may be 1liable for trail users in case of an
accident.
maj min no The trail will not be maintained very well by the
state.
maj min no Other concerns
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15.1 would like to find out any current problems you may be experiencing
with the trail at this time. As I read each statement, indicated if it
is: 1) a major problem, 2) a minor problem, or 3) no problem.

maj wmin no Trail users ask me for help.

maj min no Trail users trespass on my property.

maj min no Trail users litter.

maj min no Trail users steal from my property.

maj min no Trail users are too noisy.

maj min no Trail users harass my farm animals.

maj min no Trail users cause vandalism on my property.

maj min no The trail causes access problems to my property.
maj min no The trail reduces the productive use of my land.
maj min no The trail causes drainage problems on my land.
maj min no The trail causes weed problems on my property.
maj min no The trail reduces my privacy on my land.

maj min no Other problems

16. I would like to find out your current opinions of the trail., As I
read each statement, indicate if you agree or disagree with that
statement. Your 'choices are: 1) agree, 2) disagree, or 3) are
unsure or indifferent. )

A DI Local people use and enjoy the trail,

A D I Having the trail has benefited the local economy.

A D 1 The trail is a worthwhile expenditure of public money.

A D I Summer trail users cause few problems.

A D I Winter trail users cause few problems,

A D I The Department of Natural Resources patrols the trail often
enough to control the users.

A D I The Department of Natural Resources does a good job
maintaining the trail.

A D I The trail has increased the rate of violent crime.

A D I I feel less secure about my safety on my property due to the
trail,

17. How do you feel the trail has affected the value of your property?

greatly increased the value
increased the value

no affect

lowered the value

greatly lowered the value

18, Do you have any particular experience or evidence that makes you
feel this way?
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19, Is there a house, commercial building, or public use structure on

your property?

house
commercial building

public use
no (go to 21)

20. How far is (your house / this structure) from the nearest part of
the trail?
miles rods ft/yds

21. How long have you owned / rented this property?

Years
22, At the present time, what do you think of the trail? Is it a
highly desirable feature
desirable feature
no factor
undesirable feature - -
highly undesirable feature
If undesirable: Is there anything that can be done to make the
trail more acceptable,

23. If you were the manager, which activities would you encourage on
the trail? As I read each activity, answer: 1) Yes; 2) No; or 3)
it Doesn't Matter.

Y N DM a, Picnicking YNDM f. Snowmobiling

Y N DM b. Camping Y NDM g. Hunting

Y NDM c., Night time use Y N DM h. Horseback riding

Y N DM d. Motorized trail biking Y N DM i, Cross-country

Y N DM e. Bicycling skiing

Y N DM f. Walking or jogging YN DM j. Other

24, Has a trail user ever come to you for help?

Yes
No
If yes: Which of the following have they asked for:
a, Use telephone
b. Use the bathroom
c. Get drink of water
d. Get directions
e, Buy or borrow gas
f. Borrow tools
g. Other
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25. Have you or your (family / employees) used the trail this past

year?

Yes

No

If yes: As I read each activity, indicate your use of the trail

by answering: 1) Often, 2) Sometimes, or 3) Never,

OSSN a., Snowmobiling

OSN b. Cross-country skiing
OSSN c. Horseback riding
OSN d. Bicycling

OSSN e. Camping

OSN f. Walking or hiking
OSSN g. Commuting

OSSN h. Picnicking

OSSN i. Other

26. What do you like most about the trail?

27. What do you like least about the trail?

28.  Sex of the respondent?

Male
Female

29, May I ask how old you are?

age

OPTIONAL: To determine location of additional owners along the trail.

30. T would also like to interview

a. who owns property at
b. who owns property

Can you give me his address and phone number?

of your land.
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Department of Landscape Architecture, Box 23

Seaton Hall

Kansas State University
Manhattan, Kansas 66506
April 23, 1988

Your Name
Your Address

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Name:

During the week of April 11-15, I was contacting landowners who
own property next to the Root River or Luce Line Trails as part of a
research study. Since I was unable to reach you by phone, I am writing
to ask you for your opinions about this trail by filling out the

enclosed questionnaire.

Your participation is voluntary and you are free not to answer any
of the questicns. But your help along with others being asked to
participate, is essential in finding out the effectiveness of the Luce
Line Trail. Your individual answers will be kept confidential and there
The results of the study will be
shared with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

are no foreseeable risks to you.

Please mail the questionnaire in the envelope provided by Friday,
May 6. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me by phone at
(913) 539-1822 or by mail. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
look forward to receiving your comments.

Cordially,

Lenny Mazour
Project Director
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LANDOWNER QUESTIONNAIRE

Indicate your response by place an "X" in the space provided

1. Do you live or work next to the (Root River/Luce Line) Trail
Yes
No
2. Do you own or rent property next to this trail?
Own
Rent
No If no: STOP Thank you for your time.

F I I IR IR I I H I I N H IR NI H RN H R RN H AN R

3. How much land do you own (or rent) that is next to the trail?
Acres OR Size
4, How does the trail run through your property? Does it: T

a. form an outside boundary of your property

b. run parallel to your boundary line inside your property
c¢. run diagonally through your land

d., other

5. Indicate with an "X" in the space provided, how the property next
to your land is used. You may have more than one answer,

a. Residential e. Pasture
b. Commercial f. Woods
c¢. Public use g. Marsh
d. Cropland h, Other
6. Indicate with an "X" in the space provided, your current use of
your property next to the trail. You may have more than one
answer.
a. Residence e. Pasture
b. Commercial f. Woods
c. Public use g. Marsh
d. Cropland h. Other
7. Did you own (or rent) this property before the trail was
developed?

Yes If yes: Go to question 9

No TIf no: Go to question 8
FHFHI R I H I I I H I I I I I I R IHHIHIIHIEHH  H8

119

—



8. When you decided to buy (or rent) your property, what did you
think of the trail? Was it a:

highly desirable feature
desirable feature

no factor

undesirable feature

highly undesirable feature

Go to question 11
FHIE IR F I IR SR H IR I H IR RIS H RS R R B RS

9. Before the railroad right-of-way was sold to the state, what was
your position on the trail?

in favor
against
unsure or indifferent

10. The right-of-way for the (Root River/Luce Line) Trail was acquired
by the state about (10/15) years ago. I would like to find out
your concerns about the trail before this land was purchased by
the state. For each statement, indicate (by circling your
response) if it was: 1) a major concern (maj); 2) a minor concern-- -
(min); or 3) no concern (no) for yourself or your property.
Remember, I want your concerns you had about the trail (10/15)
years ago.

maj min no The trail will cause access problems on my land.

maj min no The trail will interrupt the drainage on my land.

maj min no The trail will reduced the productive use of my land.

maj min no The trail will prevent my purchase of the ROW,

maj min no The trail will cause weed problems on my property.

maj min no The trail will make me feel less secure about my
safety.

maj min no The trail will reduce the value of my property.

maj min no Trail users will interrupt my privacy.

maj min no Noise from trail users could become a problem.

maj min no Trail users may steal from my property.

maj min no Trail users will harass my farm animals.

maj min no Vandalism on my property will increase because of the
trail.

maj min no Damage to my property from fire could be a problem

maj min no Trail users will litter on the trail & my property

maj min no Trespassing on my property will increase because of
the trail.

maj min no Major crime by trail users could be a problem.

maj wmin no I may be liable for trail users in case of an
accident,

maj wmin no The trail will not be maintained very well by the
state,

maj min no Other concerns

R R R I A I e A K I 0 203 I 30 2 3 N I R I I R R
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11.

ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j
ma j

12,

a2 O e - - -

= -

13.

lwRwRelwilwRw]

(w]

lwlw)

I would 1like to find out any current problems you may be
experiencing with the trail at this time. For each statement,
indicated (by circling your response) if it is: 1) a major
problem (maj); 2) a minor problem (min); or 3) no problem (no).

min no Trail users ask me for help.

min no Trail users trespass on my property.

min no Trail users litter.

min no Trail users steal from my property.

min no Trail users are too noisy.

min no Trail users harass my farm animals.

min no Trail users cause vandalism on my property.

min no The trail causes access problems to my property.
min no The trail reduces the productive use of my land.
min no The trail causes drainage problems on my land.
min no The trail causes weed problems on my property,
min no The trail reduces my privacy on my land.

min no Other problems

I would like to find out your current opinions of the trail, For
each statement, indicate (by circling your response) if you agree
or disagree with that statement. Your choices are: 1) agree (A);

2) disagree (D); or 3) are unsure or indifferent (I). =

Local people use and enjoy the trail.

Having the trail has benefited the local economy.

The trail is a worthwhile expenditure of public money.

Summer trail users cause few problems.

Winter trail users cause few problems.

The Department of Natural Resources patrols the trail often
enough to control the users.

The Department of Natural Resources does a good job
maintaining the trail,

The trail has increased the rate of violent crime.

I feel less secure about my safety on my property due to the
trail,

— oA

—

How do you feel the trail has affected the value of your property?

greatly increased the value
increased the value

no affect

lowered the value

greatly lowered the value

14,

Do you have any particular experience or evidence that makes you
feel this way?
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15. Is there a house, commercial building, or public use structure on
your property? '

house
commercial building

public use
no If no: Go to question 17

E e e e R e R S e o b S e e e R e e L p S R R R R Y )

16. How far is this structure from the nearest part of the trail?
miles OR rods OR yds OR ft

FHB R R BRI H I IR BRI ISR R RIS IR H RIS R RSB R R R RSN H

17. How long have you owned (or rented) this property?

Years

18. At the present time, what do you think of the trail? Is it-a

highly desirable feature ~
desirable feature

no factor

undesirable feature

highly undesirable feature

If undesirable: Is there anything that can be done to make the
trail more acceptable.

19. If you were the manager, which activities would you encourage or
allow on the trail? For each activity, circle your response.
Your choices are: 1) Yes; 2) No; or 3) it Doesn't Matter (DM).

Yes No DM Picnicking

Yes No DM Snowmobiling

Yes No DM Camping

Yes No DM Hunting

Yes No DM Night time use

Yes No DM Horseback riding

Yes No DM Motorized trail biking
Yes No DM Cross—country skiing

Yes No DM Bicycling
Yes No DM Walking or jogging
Yes No DM Other
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20, Has a trail user ever come to you for help?

Yes
No

If yes: Which of the following have they asked for:
a, Use telephone

b. Use the bathroom

c. Get drink of water

d. Get directions

e. Buy or borrow gas

f. Borrow tools

. Other

!

21, Have you or your family (employees) used the trail this past year?

Yes
No

If yes: For each activity, indicate your use of the trail by
circling your response. Your choices are: 1) often (0); 2)
sometimes (S); or 3) never (V). -

0 S N Snowmobiling =
0O s N Cross—-country skiing

0 s N Horseback riding

0 S N Bicycling

0 s N Camping

0 S N Walking or hiking h
0O S N Commuting

0O S N Picnicking

0 S N Other

22, What do you like most about the trail?

23, What do you like least about the trail?

24, Sex of the respondent?

Male
Female

25. Age of the respondent?
age
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UNIVERSITY

Department of Architecture

College of Architecture and Design
Seaton Hall

Manhattan, Kansas 86508
913-532-5953

MEMORANDUM

TO: Lenny Mazour

1
FROM: Lyn Norris-Baker ﬂﬂé/
SUBJECT: Review of Proposed Research

DATE: 29 March 1988

The members of the College of Architecture and Design
Subcompittee of the Committee on Research Involving Human
Subjects have reviewed the revised materials you have
submitted. They have approved the conduct of your research
according to the procedures that you have described. Approval
is effective immediately,

Any changes in procedures from those described in the
application and the proposal must be approved through the
College Subcommittee. Please remember that you are responsible
for keeping the Subcommittee informed of your progress, any
problems that arise involving any of the subjects, and the final
completion of the project.
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| pp——— Department of Architecture
| KSU |

KANSAS College of Architecture and Design
Seaton Hall

STAEE Manhattan, Kansas 66506

UNIVE: 913-532-5953

MEMORANDUM

TO: Lenny Mazour
FROM: Lyn Norris-Baker LZ&
SUBJECT: Review of Proposed Research

DATE: 6 May 1988

The members of the College of Architecture and Design
Subcommittee of the Committee on Research Involving Human
Subjects have reviewed the revisions you have proposed. They
have approved the conduct of your research according to the
procedures that you have described. Approval is effective
immediately.

Any changes 1in procedures from those described in the
application and the proposal must be approved through the
College Subcommittee. Please remember that you are responsible
for keeping the Subcommittee informed of your progress, any
problems that arise involving any of the subjects, and the final
completion of the project.
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STATE OF

NNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

500 LAFAYETTE ROAD ¢ ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA ¢ 55155-40.5%

DNR INFORMATION
(612) 296-6157

March 30, 1988

Charlies Regnier, Research Arnalyst
MN DNR — Trails and Waterways

500 Lafayette Rd. Bax S2

St. Paul, MN 58135-4053&

Lenny Mazour, Project Director
715 Canfield Drive
Manhattar, Karsas 66502

Daar Lenny!

I am enclosing the lists of landowrers with properties
adjoirirg the Rocot River and Luce Lirne Trails which yacu
reguested in your communications with Dan Collins. Alsc
ericlosed are photo copies of the lists which were used in
the 19739 adjoining landowners survey conducted on the
Douglas and Heartland Trails. I will include a few words of
description/instruction for the use of each list arnd turn
them cover to you.

The Roct River Trail list was compiled from the Fillmore
County Rtlas ard Plat Book, 1383-8E. I checked the current
names against the list that was compiled for the 1979
survey. Where they matched ard there was a telephorne rnumber
on the old list, I included it on the rew list. I enlisted
the assistarce of Craig Blommer from our Rochester Office to
identify the adjacent landowners within the city of
Lanesboro, A copy is encloased of the list sent to him by
Deborah Erickson of Lanesboro.

The list for the Luce Lirne Trail starts at Watertowrn in
Carver County. The first 15 riames are from the 1984 Carver
County Atlas and PRlat BRook.

The identification of property cwrners in Henrmepin County
required me to spend a day at the Hermepin County Goverrment
Center in Minneapolis. There I used bhalf sectiocm maps to
record section, township, range, guarter-guarter, property
identification numbers, arnd on which side of the trail the
praperty was located for each of the 26€ individual
adjreining pieces of property identified. The rext step was
to irnput each series of riwmbers at & computer terminal and
record the owner/taxpayer name and address.

Wher my list was complete, I went over it apairn to put all

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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page 2

pieces of property cwrned by & single entity under one
ritmber. The rew count which consolidates owrnershio and
amits the parcels cwrned by the state reduces the list to 203
separate cwrers in Hermepin Courty, 125 of which lie on the
riorth side, 78 of which lie on the south side, and 14 of
which are intersected by the trail,

Other thirgs I have identified on the Hermepin County
landcawrers list are: the rname of the taxpayer, if different
fraom the ownerj and the address of the property, if
different from that of the owrer/taxpayer.

I reacorded the property identification numbers from the
westernmast paint in Hermepin County to Vicksburg Lare in
Plymouth, making one list which includes the parcels
intersected by the trail anmd those which lie to the naorth
ar south of the trail. Separate lists for north side and
south side owners can be constructed by going through my
list from beginning to end and recording the north side
owners on one list and the scuth side ocwrers on ancther in
the same order with which they occur in my list.

If you have questicns feel free to call me at the rnumber
below. Good luck with your sampling. I leok forward to
meeting you and to seeing the results aof your survey.

Sirncerely,
Charlie Regnier

pyd . Z .
[Flre v

(e lr 7 Pt
(812) E£36-7043
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NO. OF

OWNERS OTHER CURRENT PROBLEMS WITH THE TRAILS
5 Unauthorized motor vehicles/snowmobiles on the trails.
4 Concern for safety on the trail with exposing incidents or

other problems.
Horses using the main trail.
Meeting dogs on the trail.
Dogs from the trail trespassing on my property.
Poor maintenance of cutting trees in ROW.

R N

Fee for cross-country skiing on the trail,

People parking/driving on my property.

Cutting down too much brush.

Snowmobiles are threat when cross-country skiing.
Feel less secure about safety in house.

Trail users leave gates open for animals.

e SN ]

Fix fence.

Property used for bathroom facilities.
Lack of enforcement of regulations,
Bicycles need bells to warn walkers.,
Trail users harass my pets,

Railroad ties piled near my property.

[ RSP S U R g e
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NO.. OF

OWNERS MOST DESIRABLE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TRAILS
31 Close, flat place for people to walk, bike, or ski.
17 Close, scenic natural area in the country with wildlife.

8 Nothing, not much.

4 Trail well maintained.

3 Enjoy using and watching people on the trail,.
2 Good addition to community or area.

2 Brings business to area.

1 Increases the value of my property.

1 Relaxing on the trail.

1 Meeting and talking to people on the trail.

NO. OF
OWNERS LEAST DESIRABLE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TRAILS -

18 Nothing.

9 Motor vehicles/snowmobiles on the trail,

6 Lack of privacy.

6 Easy access to my property for too many people,

4 Safety for yourself on the trail.

3 Motorized vehicles/snowmobiles trespassing and noise.
3 Trail getting too crowded and noisy.

2 Weed problems,

2 Wanted to purchase the ROW,

2 Trespassing on my property.

2 Litter on the trail and parking lot,.

2 Misuse or abuse of the trail.

2 Mosquitoes.

1 Dogs and owners harass my cattle.

1 Lack of signs showing information of the area.

1 Spent too much money.

1 Don't like the increase of tourism in town.

1 Poor maintenance of the trail.

1 Fee for cross—country skiing.

1 No paved trail surface.

1 Trail too flat and boring.

1 Allows rough use of the trail, should protect for pastoral

activities,
Not adequately patrolled.
1 Some on-grade road intersections are not safe for trail
users,
132

—




APPENDIX G

INTERVIEW FORMS

133



TRATIL MANAGER INTERVIEW FORM

1. Root River / Luce Line Trail
2, Trail Manager Name:

3. Address of Manager:

4, Phone:

TRAIL CONVERSION

My first set of questions are about the trail when it was
converted from a railroad right-of-way.

5. Where you working with this trail at that time?
6. How long have you been the manager?
7. Before the trail was established, did nearby landowners raise any

organized opposition to the project?

8. What were the landowners specific reasons for the opposition?
9. Where there any local residents who where supportive of the trail?
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10. a. Looking at the Root River from Fountain to Lanesboro, where
there certain parts of the trail where landowners were more
supportive or more opposed to the trail? Why?

b. Looking at the Luce Line from Plymouth to Watertown, where
there certain parts of the trail where landowners were more
supportive or more opposed to the trail? Why?

CURRENT CONDITIONS

The next set of questions are about current conditions and
activities on or near the trail?

11. What types of land use are adjacent to the trail?

12. Do different types of land use affect the management of the trail?

13. How many people use the trail during the year? What percent are
summer users? What percent are winter users?

14, Do local people use the trail?

15. Do local organization use the trail?

135



16.

Which activities are the most popular on the trail?

17. What do you think are the most attractive features of the trail?
18, What do you think are the least desirable features of the trail?
19, At the present time, how do local people view the trail?

LANDOWNER COMPLAINTS

The following questions concern landowner complaints.

20. Do you receive any complaints from adjacent landowners about the
activities of trail users? Activities such as trespassing,
vandalism, theft, noise, or littering?

21. Do landowners object to any particular type of recreational
activity on the trail?

22, Is there any difference in the type and frequency of problems

caused by summer and winter trail users?

136



23. How often do trail users ask adjacent landowners for help? If it
is a problem: What could be done to change the situation?

24, Do you receive any complaints from adjacent landowners about
maintenance of the trail? (weed problems)

CRIME
The next set of questions are about rule enforcement and d;ime.

25, Who are the conservation officers that patrol the (Root River
Trail / Luce Line Trail from Plymouth to Watertown)?

26, How often do the conservation officers (DNR) patrol the trail?

27. Do the local police patrol the trail?

28. Are there any types of crime which have caused problems on the

trail? (violent crime, trespassing, vandalism, theft, littering)
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29. Which law enforcement agencies have jurisdiction in case of a
crime?

PROPERTY VALUATION

The last set of question are about property values and possible
benefits to local businesses.

30. Has the trail helped the local economy? How?

31. Have certain types of businesses located next to the trail in
order to take advantage of some of its benefits? -

32. What affect does the trail have on real estate values for
residential property?

33. What affect does the trail have on real estate values for
commercial property?

34, What affect does the trail have on real estate values for
agricultural lands?

35. Do you have any final comments about the trail?
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CONSERVATION OFFICER INTERVIEW FORM

1. Root River / Luce Line Trail

2. Name of Conservation Officer:

3. Address:

4, Telephone:

5. Hello, may I speak with ?

Hello, this is Lenny Mazour from Kansas State University and I am
working with Dan Collins in Trails and Waterways in St. Paul. 1
am collecting information about crime on and near the Root River /
Luce Line Trail. gave me you name and
suggested I talk with you.

I understand you (are / were) (one of) the conservation officer(s)
on the Root River / Luce Line Trail.

a. What section of the trail do (did) you patrol?

b. Do you patrol the entire trail from Lanesboro to Fountain?

6. How often do (did) you go over the trail?

7. Are there any types of crime or infractions which have caused
problems on the trail and adjacent property? (theft, vandalism,
fire damage, litter, trespass, violent crime)

80

For what violations do (did) you issue the most warnings and fines
on the trail? :
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9. If a crime has been committed on or near the trail, which 1law
enforcement agency has jurisdiction?

10. Do you received any complaints from adjacent landowners about the
activities of trail users? (trespassing, vandalism, theft, fires,
crop damage, litter, noisy trail users)

11, Do you have more problems with violations or landowner complaints
during the winter or the summer?

12, Do certain locations along the trail cause more problems than
other parts? Why?

13. Do you have any final comment about the trail?
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LAW ENFORCEMENT INTERVIEW FORM
1. Root River / Luce Line Trail

2. Name of Agency:

3. Address:

4, Telephone:

5. Hello, may I speak with the (county sheriff / public relations
officer / police chief / administrator familiar with crime
statistics on the Root River / Luce Line Trail)?

Hello, this is Lenny Mazour from Kansas State University and I am
working in cooperation with the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources. I am collecting information about crime on and near
the Root River / Luce Line Trail, Can I take about 10 minutes of
your time to ask you some questions? -

Yes
No
Call back later at

R I S I 0 I S I I R IR I TR AN HHN

SHERTFFS AND POLICE CHIEFS

6. First, I would like to know the number of people on your staff and
how _ong you have served as head?

7. How large an area is your jurisdiction and how many people does it
serve?

EE Y P R e R R R o E e S T R R S R e S S L S

8. Are there any types of crime or infractions which have caused
problems on the trail or adjacent property? (theft, vandalism,
fire damage, litter, trespass, violent crime)
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9. Have you received any complaints from landowners who live along
the trail? (trespassing, vandalism, theft, fires, crop damage,
litter, noisy trail users) How big is the problem?

10. Do you have more problems with complaints during the winter or the
summer ?

11, Do certain location along the trail cause more problems than other
parts? Why?

12, How would you characterize the trail user?

13. Has the trail increased the workload of your department? Did you
have to increase the size of your staff?

14, Has there been an increase of traffic or congestion near the trail
and has it been a problem?

15. Do you have any final comments about (your experiences with) the

trail?
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COUNTY COMMISSION INTERVIEW FORM

1. Root River / Luce Line Trail

2. County:

3. Name of County Commissioner:

4, Address:

5. Telephone:

6. Hello, may I speak with ?
This is Lenny Mazour from Kansas State University and I am working
in cooperation with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
I am collecting information on the desirability of living next to
the Root River / Luce Line Trail. Can I take about 10 minutes of
your time to ask you some questions? -

Yes (go to 7)
No (go to 16)
Call back later at

7. First, how has the trail affected the quality of life for people
living near the trail?

8. Would you encourage the construction of more trails in this
county?
9. What affect does crime, such as trespassing, litter, and theft

have on property adjacent to the trail?
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10. What affect does the trail have on the value of property near the
trail?

11. Does the trail benefit the local economy?

12, Comparing this trail to other recreational facilities, how do you
value it as a capital asset?

13. What do you think of the management and maintenance of the.trail?

14, Have you received any complaints about the trail?

15. Do you have any additional comments about the trail?

OPTIONAL: To identify additional commissioners.

16. Are there any other commissioners who have (additional) knowledge
about the trail?
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APPRAISER INTERVIEW FORM

1. Root ﬁiver / Luce Line Trail

2. Name of Agency:

3. Address:

4, Telephone:

5. Hello, may I speak with an appraiser familiar with property values
near the Root River / Luce Line Trail in (city/county)?

This is Lenny Mazour from Kansas State University and I am working
in cooperation with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
I am collecting information on the affect of real estate values on
property adjacent to the Root River / Luce Line Trail. Can I take
about 10 minutes of your time to ask you some questions?

Yes (go to 6) -
No (go to 19)
Call back later at

6. First, what is your name?

7. Is it your job to appraise real estate within
(city/county) near the Root River / Luce Line Trail?

Yes (go to 8)
No

If No: T would like to interview that appraiser. Can you give me
his name and phone number. Thank you for your time.

8. I would like to know how long you have worked as an appraiser at
this location?

9. What affect does the trail have on the value of residential
property next to the trail?

increased the value (go to 10)
decreased the value (go to 10)
no affect (go to 13)
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10. Based on similar property, what percent higher / lower is the
value of residential property next to the trail as compared to
property not affected by the trail?

ad jacent property is % higher than other property
ad jacent property is % lower than other property

11. Based on similar property, is there any difference in value
between residential property adjacent to the trail as compared
with residential property in the vicinity of the trail?

ad jacent property is % higher than property near trail
ad jacent property is % lower than property near trail
no difference

12, How far away from the trail does the trail influence residential
property values?

13. What affect does the trail have on the value of cqmmercial
property next to the trail?

increased the value (go to 14)
decreased the value (go to 14)
no affect (go to 15)

14, Based on similar property, what percent higher / lower is the
value of commercial property next to the trail as compared to
property not affected by the trail?

ad jacent property is % higher than other property
adjacent property is % lower than other property

15. Have certain types of businesses located next to the trail in
order to take advantage of some of its benefits?

16. Do you know what affect the trail has on the value of farmland
next to the trail?

increased the value (go to 17)
decreased the value (go to 17)
no affect (go to 18)
don't know (go to 18)
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17.

Based on similar property, what percent higher / lower is the
value of farmland next to the trail as compared to property not

affected by the trail?

ad jacent property is % higher than other property
ad jacent property is % lower than other property

18.

Do you have any additional comments about the trail in regard to
land prices?

OPTIONAL: To identify additional appraisers,

19.

I would like to interview the appraiser for = .
Can you give me his name and phone number.
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REAL ESTATE AGENT INTERVIEW FORM

1. Root ﬁiver / Luce Line Trail

2, Name of Agency:

3. Address:

4, Telephone:

5. Hello, this is Lenny Mazour from Kansas State University and I am
working in cooperation with the Minnesota Department of WNatural
Resources. I am collecting information on the desirability of
living next to the Root River / Luce Line Trail.

a. May I speak with a representative or principal of your ,
agency who has information or experience with property near
the Root River / Luce Line Trail? ;

Yes -
No
Call back later at

b. Can I take about 10 minutes of your time to ask you some
questions about property values near the trail?

Yes
No
Call back later at

6. Name of agent

ba. What are your credentials? (licensed broker)

7. How long have you been an agent at this location?
8. Does you agency broker the sale of property next to or close by
the trail?

Yes (go to 9)
No (go to 10)
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9. What types of property near the trail does your agency handle?

Residential
Commercial
Farmland
Other

|

10. I would 1like to know what effect the trail has on the value of
different types of property? Of the following land uses, indicate
which types you have some knowledge or past experience in
relationship to the Root River / Luce Line Trail.

Residential (go to 11)
Commercial (go to 20)
Farmland (go to 28)
Other land uses

None (STOP) (go to 36)

The following questions concern residential property.

11, If you were selling residential property close to the trail, how-. -
would your agency view the trail?

highly desirable feature
desirable feature

no factor

undesirable feature

highly undesirable feature

12. Do you have a market strategy based on this view?

13. What affect does the trail have on the value of residential
property next to the trail?

increased the value (go to 14)
decreased the value (go to 14)
no affect (go to 17)

14, Based on similar property, what percent higher / lower is the
value of residential property next to the trail as compared to
property not affected by the trail?

ad jacent property is % higher than other property
ad jacent property is % lower than other property
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15, Based on similar property, is there any difference in value
between residential property adjacent to the trail as compared
with residential property in the vicinity of the trail?

ad jacent property is % higher than property near trail
ad jacent property is % lower than property near trail
no difference

16, How far away from the trail does the trail influence property
values? ‘

17. Has your agency experienced any prospective buyers who were
pleased or disappointed with the proximity of the trail?

18. Are there any positive or negative features of the trail which
have influenced residential property valuations?

19, How has the trail affected the quality of the residential

neighborhood? (go to 20 commercial; 28 farmland; or 35)
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(refer to question 10) The following questions concern commercial
property.

20.

If you were selling commercial property near the trail, how would
your agency view the trail?

highly desirable feature
desirable feature

no factor

undesirable feature

highly undesirable feature
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21. Do you have a market strategy based on this view?

22, What affect does the trail have on the value of commercial
property next to the trail?

increased the value (go to 23)
decreased the value (go to 23)
no affect (go to 24)

23. Based on similar property, what percent higher / lower is the
value of commercial property next to the trail as compared to
property not affected by the trail?

ad jacent property %Z higher than other property

ad jacent property % lower than other property
24, Has the trail benefited the local economy?
25, Have certain types of businesses located next to the trail in

order to take advantage of some of its benefits?

26,  What are the benefits to commerce? (transportation link, aesthetic
image, recreational use for staff)

27. Are there any negative features of the trail which have influenced
commercial property valuations. (go to 28 farmland; or 35)
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(refer to question 10) The following questions concern farmland.

28. If you were selling farmland near the trail, how would your agency
view the trail?

highly desirable feature
desirable feature

no affect

undesirable feature

highly undesirable feature

29. Do you have a market strategy based on this view?

30. What affect does the trail have on the value of farmland next to
the trail?

increased the value (go to 31)
decreased the value (go to 31)
no affect (go to 32)

31. Based on similar property, what percent higher / lower is the
value of farmland next to the trail as compared to property not
affected by the trail?
ad jacent property is % higher than other property
ad jacent property is % lower than other property

32. How has the trail affected the use of adjacent farmland?

33. Have you experienced any prospective buyers of farmland who were

pleased or disappointed with the proximity of the trail?
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34, Are there any positive or negative features of the trail which
have influenced farmland valuations?
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35. Do you have any additional comments about the trail in regard to
land prices?

OPTIONAL: To identity additional real estate agents.

36. Can you suggest any other real estate agents who are familiar with
property values near the trail?
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The Luce Line Corridor rung right -
past (he backyerd of Thomns Per-
blx's Wayzala home, When plans

for the 8-foot-wide rocreation trall
were aanounced (n (ae carly 19708 ©
Perblx admits, ke was coscerned.

Lo
Now, after almost sl yearsof /s
watching hikers, bikers, joggers

and iorseback riders stream past,” -
he says pis origino} fears, tor the 1 -
most part, kave proved unfounded.
Unruly teen-agers, 1ate-nlghl par-© .
tles and litlerbygs have been rare.
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taken cure of," sald Richard
Sterner of Winsled,-who, like Per.
vix, was originally eppased to the
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fanuers wed of Winsted remaing
al the same fevered pitch it was
when the DNR first disciosed jts -
plans. i: " s

*Nothlng's changed,” sald Jim
Daird Sr., who operates o furm just |

twest of Winsled. “We'restil <11
strongly against it.! s

Daird and farmers such as Irvin "4+ ADNR spoke;man admitted (hat a Clty officials In both Waymlﬂ nﬁd .

Dostal, whose Hutchinson farmis .
cut almost diaganally by the tealt, .,
belleve thelr turms are being hurt
Haanclally by the state holding
ontg the Luce Line properly. Dos-
tal figures farmers are losing valu-

" able crop land und preclous plows

ing time becguse thelr fieids are * §
dlvided by the DNR property. '

Whal's more, Dostal says, the state +
hasn't done ¢nough fa keep up (hie
trall in unfinished areus west of
Winsted. . N

“The state docsn'l have meney to
own something [lke Uhls,” he sald.
“There arc weeds all over (lhe

traii), We spond tousands of dol-
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Vicksburg Lana
Wayzala

Wt

494

1

StalfMap .. . !

. lot of wark remalns to be done on
the unfinished wesjern sectlon of |
the Luce Line, The DNR sprays for

. weeds, but oflen oply afler com-

plalnis by local farmers. 1

Recreatlon supforiers belleve the
farmers’ gttitudes would change !
ihe Luce Line were comploted as It
fs from Plymouth to Winsted,
where crushed limestone covers
the jogaing-hiking-uiking path and
& paraltel puth far horseback rid-
Ing wlll be completed over (he ene
ttre siretch by tha end of summer,

flowever, proponents say, us long
as farmers feel the Luce Line s
hurling e Hinanclally, heir attl-

fars kililng weeds in our fields and  © tudes wlil be haud Lo cliange, even

they're spreading weeds.” - -
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‘I they look Lo Lhe eusl and see -
pubiic salisfaction whh the trail.

Orona say they are aware of few
complaints regarding the irail.

“Fronkly, we're quite pleased with
the Luce Line trail,” Orono Mayor
Drad Van Nest sald, T woyldu't
suy there haven't been afy prob.
Jems. But gll In al, from our per-
spective, IU's been a worthwitite fa-
ciiity for our residents and other
restdents in the metro area.”

Wayzala Mayar DIl Huwmphrey
safd: "A few pruple spoke up
{when the Lute Line was being
prinmed) wird sald they didn't want
people running adjucent lo their
backyards. Bui | haven't heord
myucl the last few yeurs. [ think
muosl people enjoy it

Some canlend the Luce Line In-
. '

. dents are reports of llashers cxpos-’.

tall Photo by Bruce Bisping

ato Shaver and Davo Reador jog

god i!onu tho Luca Lina trall.; &
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creases real estate value la the
flnished oreas.

“As far as the MLS (Muitipie List.
g Service} I8 concerncd, whenev:
cr n hnuse bucks up to (e Luce
Line, s ndveriised as such,” suid
Saran Silver, n Wavealn venl estate
they dun't iy to tude 1L at

2y
© all, P'masure [ hasn'l deereased

value atall”

To besure, net esenyene tikes 'he
Luce Ling, Stentey tagen llvesa
few lpuses down Srom Peihix in
Wayzala nad has a firm apinion

“I've never liked i, Hapen stid,
“I've had problems with it Every
once [n a while we've had motorcy-
cles back Lhere, and snowmioviles
in (he winter, and of course,
they‘re nat slfowed, fefore we put
up a fence, we used to have people

* cuiting throuph our yard all the

thne. They could just as well have
made a wonorall golng thiough
our backyard.”

Some in Orono are conccrned by
rutnors hat Norfhern States Poveer
Co. hus cusemept Tiphts along e
trafh und Wil $oon conaruet highe
vollage power lines. Steve Landon,
A NS spekesiman, confirmed that
the company has enscarent rignls
un the ok exiending o eoupte of
alles beyoad the Neanepin Ceenly
barder {ihe result of Luying (e
fand froin the rallcoad and (hen
selling it o the DNRY bul said NSP*
has no pians for high-valinge lrnns:

Of more concern t0"Grono rest-
Ing themisclves to hikers and jog-
gers.

“gut I hale to say that's o Luce
Linc prolkicm, because we've had
exposurcs elsewhere In the city,
1o0.” sald Qrana Patice Chief Mel
vin Kilvo. "Lately. there haven't
been many preblems wilh (he trait
hraught to palice sitention.”

Kermit and Margarct Clsinner,
wiin hiave been residents af Orono
for 30 years, belleve (he tral Is
naw hetng iised [he way Ihe DNR
Inleaded M 1o he. The Listapees’
three-acre country iome Is locnicd
next Lo the Luce Line, The frak
overlonks a plcturcsque valley
where ihe couple construcled a
pond and planted about 500 ever-
green trees |5 years ogo. The pond
is a natural drawing point for pass-
ershy.

1n Ihe Mid-19708, hefore the (rat
was Mty davelaped, Kermit El-
singer &nld there were prohiems
with nolse nnd litter frnm partics
\hal {ock place on the (rall, -

* vpyt once It was [ully developed

and the niore people became
aware of It and uscd it, I (hink It's
heen pretty well uscd Bs it wns
intended to be,” e sald. "We sce d
1ol ot trallic, hut itU's the proper
klnd —blkers, jpprers and hikers.
in (he carly stages, peaple would
stap and throw bolites and rocks at
lhc pond. We don’t sce much of
that anymore.

I was happy when Loy converted
1 10 n pabite (ral, §f 1 hagn't beea
done, ey never would have fol-
\en anather chance for something
tke this”
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